
MLA CITATION (8TH ED.)

Core Elements

Author.

.

,

,

,

,

,

,

.

Title of source

Title of container

Other contributors

Version

Number

Publisher

Publication date

Location

CONTAINER

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

,
,

Title of container

Other contributors

CONTAINER 2

3

4

Handout provided by the Writing Center at SCC.
Find this and more at scottsdalecc.edu/writingcenter

From MLA Handbook (8th ed.), published by the
Modern Language Association (style.mla.org).

Last name, first name. Can be pseudonym or username.
If publisher & author are the same, exclude the author.

Citations provide useful information for a reader seeking to understand 
and locate your sources. Each entry is made up of these core elements.

Book, article, chapter, web page, etc. Use “quotes” if source is
part of a larger work; use italics if self-contained.

When the source is part of a larger whole: a website, journal, anthology, 
TV series, etc. Use italics: The Atlantic,  Harvard Law Review,  CNN.com

Credited contributors aside from the author: edited by,
translated by,  directed by,  narrated by.  No abbreviations.

A version of a work released in more than one form:
Expanded ed.,  7th ed.,  unabridged version,  director’s cut.

If the source is part of a numbered sequence:
vol. 64, no. 2, or season 4, episode 10.

Group responsible for publishing the source or making it available
to the public: Oxford UP,  Penguin Press,  ABC Family.

Day Mo. Year, or year only: 28 Jan. 2012, or 1996.
If there are multiple dates, use the most recent or most relevant.

Page number(s), full URL (required for online), DOI, database locator: p. 42,  
pp. 74-94,  www.nasa.gov/topics/journeytomars/videos/index.html
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If one container is nested inside another, cite both. For example, if a journal article 
was found in an online library database: the article is the source, the journal is the 
first container, and the database is the second container. 

Citations in your text point to corresponding entries in your Works Cited, using the first word of the entry (usually author’s 
name, or title if no author). These examples refer to the same source in different ways (author Wordsworth, page 263):

Wordsworth stated that Romantic 
poetry was marked by a "spontaneous 
overflow of powerful feelings" (263). 

Romantic poetry is characterized by 
the "spontaneous overflow of powerful 
feelings" (Wordsworth 263).

Wordsworth extensively explored the role 
of emotion in the creative process (263).

N E S T E D  C O N TA I N E R S

I N -T E X T  C I TAT I O N S
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For more help with MLA citation or formatting:

• Make an appointment with a Writing Center tutor
• Ask a librarian, either in person at SCC’s library
  or online at library.scottsdalecc.edu
• Read citation examples at style.mla.org

• Visit scottsdalecc.edu/writingcenter
• Ask your instructor



MLA CITATION EXAMPLES from
style.mla.org

Copeland, Edward.1

“Money.”2

The Cambridge Companion to Jane Austen,3

edited by Copeland and Juliet McMaster,4

   5

   6

Cambridge UP,7

1997,8

pp. 131-48.9

Lorensen, Jutta.1

“Between Image and Word, Color, and Time:
Jacob Lawrence’s The Migration Series.”

2

African American Review3

4

5

vol. 40, no. 3,6

7

2006,8

pp. 571-86.9

EBSCOHost,3
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search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=
true&db=f5h&AN=24093790&site=ehost-live.
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Copeland, Edward. “Money.” The Cambridge Companion to Jane Austen, edited 

by Copeland and Juliet McMaster, Cambridge UP, 1997, pp. 131-48.

Lorensen, Jutta. “Between Image and Word, Color, and Time: Jacob Lawrence’s 

The Migration Series.” African American Review, vol. 40, no. 3, 2006, pp. 

571-86. EBSCOHost, search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db= 

f5h&AN=24093790&site=ehost-live.


